
FOSTER COMPREHENSIE PLAN – 2003 UPDATE  
───────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────── 
 
 
 
              A C K N O W L E D G E M E N T - 1991  
 
We would like to take this opportunity to acknowledge with great 
appreciation the contributions made to this document by the 
following individuals:  Ann Grenier, Foster Town Planner; Walter 
May, Foster Public Works Director; Steven Fusco, Foster Planning 
Board Chair, Dan Clement, Planning Intern; all the members of the 
Citizens Advisory Committee (CAC) including Margery Matthews, 
Maggie and Kevin Fennessey who helped enormously with proof reading 
and editing for accuracy; in particular Bob Hohler, CAC Chair and 
Joyce Prew, CAC Secretary, Helen Hardy and Greg Laramie for their 
good work, Deborah McLaren who coordinated organization of the CAC 
meetings, copied huge quantities of material, mailed packets and 
provided gallons of coffee; and Bonnie Warren of the Rhode Island 
Historical Preservation Commission for her enthusiasm.  Without the 
help and support of these individuals the task of assisting the 
Town in compiling the Plan would have been much more than simply 
monumental. 
 
Thank you all very much! 
 
 

The Newport Collaborative, Inc. 
Vanasse Hangen Brustlin 
Pare Engineering Corporation 
Burk Ketcham and Associates 
Mount Vernon Associates  

  
 
 
 
 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT - 2003 
 
 
In the revising of the Comprehensive Plan we have been aided 
extensively by Nancy Woodlock, Planning Board Clerk, Bill DiLibero, 
Planner.  Former Planning Board members have also labored on this 
revision, with special thanks to Joe McGinn, who was Planning Board 
Chair through part of the rewriting.   Thanks also to Linda 
Tibbetts, of the Land Trust, Mike Wood of the Conservation 
Commission, and members of the Foster Preservation Society and 
Conservation Commission for their input. 
 



FOSTER COMPREHENSIE PLAN – 2003 UPDATE  
───────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────── 
 
 
 T A B L E    O F    C O N T E N T S   
 
 
 

Section 1. Introduction...................................1 
 

   2. Plan Summary.... ..............................5 
 

   3. Plan Development Process......................16 
 

   4. Growth, population and development............23 
 

   5. Plan Elements.................................26 
 

 5.1 Goals and Policies........................26 
 

 5.2 Economic Development......................28 
  

 5.3 Land Use..................................34 
 

 5.4 Housing...................................48 
 

 5.5 Community Facilities......................62 
 

 5.6 Natural Resources.........................79 
 

 5.7 Historic and Scenic Resources.............96 
 

 5.8 Circulation..............................116 
 

 5.9 Open Space and Recreation................124 
 

   6. Implementation Program.......................138 
     

   7. Consistency..................................157 
 

   8. Addendum    
   

A. Growth Management Study 
B. Community Survey 
C. Affordable Housing Plan 

 
   9. Appendix E 
 
 
 
 

 F I G U R E S  
 
 



FOSTER COMPREHENSIE PLAN – 2003 UPDATE  
───────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────── 
 
 
TABLE 1 - SUMMARY OF REAL ESTATE TAX  

ASSESSMENTS - FOSTER, RI –1989 and 2003..........29 
 
TABLE 2 - LAND USE - FOSTER, RI – 1990 and 2003............42 
 
TABLE 3 - AGE OF HOUSING - FOSTER, RI - 2003...............50 
 
TABLE 4 - SELLING PRICE OF SINGLE FAMILY 

HOMES - FOSTER, RI – 1990 and 2003...............51 
 
TABLE 4A - FAMILY/HOUSEHOLD INCOME RANGES – 1991 and 2003..51 
  
TABLE 5 – FOSTER-GLOCESTER HIGH SCHOOL ENROLLMENTS 

PROJECTIONS BY GRADE.............................70 
 
TABLE 6 - FOSTER-GLOCESTER MIDDLE SCHOOL 

ENROLLMENT PROJECTIONS BY GRADE..................70 
 
TABLE 7 – FOSTER ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

ENROLLMENT PROJECTIONS BY GRADE..................71 
 
TABLE 8 – FOSTER SCHOOL PUBLIC CAPACITY....................72 
 
TABLE 9 - HISTORIC AND RECENT TRAFFIC 

VOLUMES - FOSTER, RI – 1990 and 2003............119 
 
TABLE 10 -EXISTING TOWN FACILITIES BY 

PLANNING DISTRICT - FOSTER, RI - 2003...........130 
 
TABLE 11 - STATE RECREATION FACILITIES 

BY PLANNING DISTRICT - FOSTER, RI - 2003........131 
 
TABLE 12 - PRIVATE RECREATION AREAS BY 

PLANNING DISTRICT - FOSTER, RI - 2003...........131 
 
TABLE 13 - FOSTER RECREATION NEEDS - 1995-2000, 

TOWN-OWNED LAND ................................132 
 

M A P S 
 
 
 
FUTURE LAND USE PLAN....................................after 5 
 
EXISTING LAND USE (RIGIS MAP) .........................after 38 
 
CURRENT ZONING.........................................after 38 
 
COMMUNITY FACILITIES ..................................after 69 
 



FOSTER COMPREHENSIE PLAN – 2003 UPDATE  
───────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────── 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL CONSTRAINTS COMPOSITE....................after 85 
 
Agricultural Land and Soils Map........................after 85 
 
GROUNDWATER RESOURCES..................................after 85 
 
HISTORIC AND SCENIC RESOURCES..........................after 97 
 
CIRCULATION SERIES....................................after 117 
 
FUNCTIONAL CLASSIFICATION OF ROADS....................after 117 
 
UNIQUE NATURAL AREAS AND HABITATS.....................after 125 
 
RECREATIONAL FACILITIES...............................after 131 
 
OPEN SPACE............................................after 131 


	ACKNOWLEDGEMENT - 2003 
	M A P S 
	RECREATIONAL FACILITIES...............................after 131 



