
 
ZONING BOARD OF REVIEW MEETING MINUTES   

TOWN OF FOSTER 
Benjamin Eddy Building, 6 South Killingly Road, Foster, RI 

Wednesday:  September 12, 2012 AT 7:00 p.m.  
 
 

 
A.  Call to Order 
       
      The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m.  
 
B.  Roll Call 
 
The following Zoning Board Members were in attendance:  Joseph Walsh (Chair); William Gibb (Vice-
Chair), Paula Mottshaw (Secretary), Heidi Colwell, Maureen McEntee, John Esposito (Alternate), and 
Thomas DiRaimo (Alternate) also in attendance was Carol Malaga (Stenographer) Ann-Marie Ignasher 
(Planner), David Igliozzi (Solicitor).  Not in attendance:  Peter Scorpio (Building/Zoning Official), 
Excused, Stephen Archambault (Town Solicitor), Absent. 
 
C.  Approval of Minutes 
  
William Gibb made a motion to approve minutes from August 08, 2012, motion seconded by Heidi 
Colwell; Joe Walsh, aye; William Gibb, aye; Paula Mottshaw, aye; Heidi Colwell, aye; Maureen 
McEntee, aye. 
 
     Motion carried unanimously 5 – 0.  
              
D.  Correspondence and Communications  
   
Grow Smart willing to offer seminar, Tuesday or Wednesday evenings, Tuesdays are best.  
 
E. Decisions – Review and Adoption  
 
None 
 
F.  Public Hearings 
 
HEARING #12-08-01-Z (Continued) Applicant  John Conti, 10 B Hartford Pike, Foster, RI Tax 
Assessor's Plat 18, Lot 0040  is requesting relief from Foster Zoning Ordinance, Article IV Zoning 
Regulations: Section 13, Dimensional Regulations; more specifically, requesting relief from the minimum 
side yard depth of 100’ to 10’ sideline setback, and front yard depth of  50’ to 20’ front yard setback. 
 
Paula Mottshaw read into record John Conti’s Zoning Application for a variance. 
 
Ann-Marie Ignasher read into record Peter Scorpio’s Zoning Opinion.   
 
John B. Conti sworn in and gave brief description of proposed plans; small two car garage to be removed 
and replace with a larger building for cars.  Due to the lot not being completely square, this proposed area 
is best suitable without moving driveway. 
 
No speakers in favor of application. 
 
Nicholas Gorham, Gorham and Gorham, 25 Danielson Pike, North Scituate, RI, speaking for Steve & 
Peggy Reed (abutters) Against Application.   
 
William Gibb made motion to continue meeting due to the fact Peter Scorpio was not in attendance.  
Motion seconded by Paula Mottshaw.   
 
Nicholas Gorham wants to proceed, just wants building officials testimony stricken.   
 
David Igliozzi (Solicitor) If the board wants Peter Scorpio in attendance, then they can postpone, if you 
want to hear Nicholas Gorham he can continue to present testimony. 
 
William Gibb withdrew motion and Paula Mottshaw withdrew second. 
 
Brian E. Carpenter, Realtor for the Mr. & Mrs. Reed, spoke against the application. 
 
Exhibit A:    1974 ISDS map 
Exhibit B:    Aerial Map 
 
Steven Reed (abutter) 12 A Hartford Pike, Foster, RI, Spoke against the application with legal council 
present. 
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Exhibit C:    CRC property card picture 
Exhibit C1:  CRC Sketch 
 
Peggy Reed (abutters) 12 A Hartford Pike, Foster, RI, Spoke against application with legal council 
present. 
 
David P. Laferriere (not an abutter) 14 Old Hartford Pike, Foster, RI, Spoke against application. 
 
Gerald Dionne (abutter) 9 Hartford Pike, Foster, RI, Spoke against application. 
 
Stephen Fillman (not an abutter) 14 B Hartford Pike, Foster, RI, Spoke against application. 
   
Nicholas Gorham, Gorham and Gorham Closing Statement. 
 
Claire Livingston (not and abutter) 56 Kennedy Road, Foster, RI, Neither approve or oppose, 
informational questions only. 
  
Denise Dionne (abutter) 9 Hartford Pike, Foster, RI, Informational questions only. 
 
David Igliozzi (Solicitor) Recommends if you want to continue keep public hearing open. 
 
John Conti, (applicant) Formerly Withdrew Application Request. 
 
Hearing #12-09-01-Z:  Applicant  Michael & Susan Dillon, 95 Mt. Hygeia Road, Foster, RI Tax 
Assessor's Plat 06, Lot 0025-K  is requesting relief from Foster Zoning Ordinance, Article VIII Zoning 
Regulations: Section 1, Development Standards for Residential Compound; Subsection B; Eligibility; 
Number 3; No lot that has been divided after enactment of this article shall be eligible for residential 
compound.  (NOTE:  Article enacted February 1998 – Lot Subdivided  May 1999). 
 
Ann-Marie Ignasher (Planner), read into record opinion from Planning Board. 
 
William Gibb (Vice-Chair) this hearing is for date clarification, the only thing needed to hear is based 
upon the date.   
 
David Igliozzi, (Solicitor) no need for opinion on easement.  A Time Variance, not a Dimensional 
Variance or Use Variance.   
 
Timothy Kane, 627 Putnam Pike, Greenville, RI, Attorney representing Michael & Susan Dillon. 
 
Michael E. Dillon (applicant) 95 Mt. Hygeia Road, Foster, RI, Spoke in favor of his application wants to 
create a family compound. 
 
Exhibit A:  Dillon Warranty Deed of purchase. 
 
Albert Allard (abutter) 199 Hartford Pike, Foster, RI, Spoke in favor of application. 
 
Domenic Altieri (abutter) 95 Mt Hygeia Road, Foster, RI, Spoke against the application. 
 
David C. Barrette (abutter) 92 Mt. Hygeia Road, Foster, RI, Spoke against the application 
 
Diane Pina (abutter) 91 Mt Hygeia Road, Foster, RI, Spoke against the application. 
 
Kimberly Braga (abutter) 98 Mt. Hygeia Road, Foster, RI, Spoke against the application 
 
Edward Loughran (abutter) 195 Hartford Pike, Foster, RI, Spoke against the application. 
 
Timothy Kane, Attorney; closing argument.  
   
William Gibb made a motion to approve application  12-09-01-Z Michael and Susan Dillon, 95 Mt 
Hygeia Road, Foster, RI, RI Tax Assessor Lot 06 Lot 0025-K, requesting relief Foster Zoning Ordinance 
Article 8 Zoning Regulation Section 1 Specifically noted enactment of the compound zoning ordinance 
February 1998 the applicant have owned property at least 5 yrs. He did not specifically create the existing 
hardship, the property is approximately 31 acres with no prior subdivision and is in line with the general 
intent of the residential compound zoning ordinance. 
 
William Gibb read the motion again. 
 
Seconded by Joe Walsh, Maureen McEntee, aye; Heidi Colwell, nay; Paula Mottshaw, aye; William 
Gibb, aye; Joseph Walsh, aye.   
 
Motion passes 4-1 
 
Application will now have to go in front of planning Board. 
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Ann Marie Ignasher (Planner) informed Zoning Board and Applicants an approximate time frame for 
application to be heard by Planning Board. 
 
Hearing #12-09-02-Z:  Applicant John Naylor, 195 Danielson Pike, Foster, RI Tax Assessor’s Plat 10, 
Lot 0088 is requesting a Special Use Permit; Zoning Ordinance Article IV; Zone Regulations; Section 7; 
Business; Subsection 9; General Automotive Repair. 
 
Paula Mottshaw read application into record. 
 
Ann Marie Ignasher (Planner) read Zoning Opinion, on behalf of Peter Scorpio, into record. 
Ann Marie Ignasher (Planner) read Planning Board Opinion. 
 
John Naylor (applicant) requesting Special Use Permit for minor auto repair, tire sales, specializing in 
Saab, and subleasing space to Roland Jacques for selling antiques.     
 
No speakers in favor of application. 
 
Anthony Renzi (abutter) 195 Central Pike, Foster, RI, stated Zoning Concerns for property. 
 
William Gibb made a motion to approve Application #12-09-02-Z for John Naylor, Plat 10 Lot 0088, 195 
Danielson Pike, Foster, RI 02825, requested Special Use Permit for General Auto Repair, finding that; 
A.  That the building which is subject to this Special Use Permit location is a pre existing building. 
B.  The General Auto Repair is the only use that is allowed by Special Use Permit in the General Business 
Mixed Use Zone via the Special Use Permit. 
C.  The requested use is not inconsistent with the Town of Foster Comprehensive plan.   
 
With the following conditions: 
 
1.  All Federal State & Local Regulations governing general automotive repair shops, retail shops are 
followed included but not limited to the following that any and all necessary licenses are obtained and 
maintained, that any and all storm water regulations are followed, that any and all disposal of hazardous 
waste regulations are followed. 
2.  That the applicant be informed that if he fails to follow the required conditions of approval that he will 
be in violation of the Foster Zoning Ordinance. 
3.  All plans and specifications submitted will be submitted to obtain all necessary permits required. 
4.  All plans will be submitted to state fire marshal office for review of placement for all smoke and 
carbon detectors needed with the fire marshals stamp. 
5.  All building plans to be submitted to building official for review before issuing any building permits. 
6.  Any and all outstanding violations or permits will be applied and paid for. 
7.  The location of the appearance of the dumpster is in accordance with the characteristics of the land. 
 
Motion seconded by Maureen McEntee 
Maureen McEntee, aye; Heidi Colwell, aye; Paula Mottshaw, aye; William Gibb, aye; Joseph Walsh, aye.   
 
Motion passes with conditions 5- 0. 
 
G.  Old Business:  
 
H.  New Business: 
 
I.   Future Agenda Items: 
 
      Lot Coverage 
      Reasonable Setbacks 
  
J.  Adjournment: 
 
Heidi Colwell made a Motion to adjourn; Motion seconded by John Esposito, Joseph Walsh (Chair); aye, 
Paula Mottshaw, aye; Maureen McEntee, aye, Heidi Colwell; aye, John Esposito; aye. 
 
    Motion approved 5 – 0. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 10:36 p.m. 
 
     Respectfully Submitted, 
 
             _________________________________ 
 Paula Mottshaw, Secretary 
 
     Dated:_______________________________ 
 

 


