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The July 26, 2012, Town Council Meeting was called to order by Gordon E. Rogers, 

President of the Foster Town Council, at the Benjamin Eddy Building, 6 South Killingly 

Road, Foster, Rhode Island, at 7:00 p.m. 

 

The following members were present: 

Gordon E. Rogers, President 

Michael E. Dillon, Vice President 

Neal C. Whitelaw, 

Marianne Knight, 

Lynne A. DeStefano, excused 

 

 

Also present: 

Stephen Archambault, Town Solicitor, 

Kelli Russ, Treasurer 

Robert Coyne, Police Chief  

Ann-Marie Ignasher, Town Planner 

Brad Smith, DPW Director 

 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

 

 

PUBLIC 

COMMENT 

 

MINUTES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WARRANTS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

None. 

 

 

Gordon Rogers moved, Michael Dillon seconded, and it was so 

voted to table the minutes from June 1, 2012, as not all members of 

that meeting were present. 

 

Gordon E. Rogers, aye; Michael E. Dillon, aye; Neal Whitelaw, 

aye; and Marianne Knight, aye, Motion passed 4-0. 

 

Michael Dillon moved, Marianne Knight seconded, and it was so 

voted to approve the minutes from July 12, 2012. 

 

Gordon E. Rogers, aye; Michael E. Dillon, aye; Neal Whitelaw, 

aye; and Marianne Knight, aye, Motion passed 4-0. 

 

Michael Dillon moved, Neal Whitelaw seconded, and it was so 

voted to approve Payroll Warrant #1 for $35,078.45.  

 

Gordon E. Rogers, aye; Michael E. Dillon, aye; Neal Whitelaw, 

aye; and Marianne Knight, aye, Motion passed 4-0. 

 

Michael Dillon moved, Marianne Knight seconded, and it was so 

voted to approve Payroll Warrant #2, in the amount of 

$27,378.59. 

 

Gordon E. Rogers, aye; Michael E. Dillon, aye; Neal Whitelaw, 

aye; and Marianne Knight, aye, Motion passed 4-0. 

 

Michael Dillon moved, Marianne Knight seconded, and it was so 

voted to approve General Warrant #24, in the amount of 

$6,072.75.  

 

Gordon E. Rogers, aye; Michael E. Dillon, aye; Neal Whitelaw, 

aye; and Marianne Knight, aye, Motion passed 4-0. 

 

Michael Dillon moved, Marianne Knight seconded, and it was so 

voted to approve General Warrant #1 for $155, 831.05 

 

Gordon E. Rogers, aye; Michael E. Dillon, aye; Neal Whitelaw, 

aye; and Marianne Knight, aye, Motion passed 4-0. 

 



July 26, 2012 

Town Council Meeting 

 ii 

 

MONTHLY 

REPORTS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

QUARTERLY 

REPORTS 

 

 

 

 

DEPUTY TOWN 

CLERK APPT. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LETTER FROM 

LAND TRUST 

 

 
LETTER FROM 

CONSERVATION 

COMMISSION 

 

 

 
 

LETTER FROM 

B. JUDD 

 

 

BREAKING 

THE CYCLE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DISPATCHERS 

CONTRACT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BID OPENINGS 

SAND & 

GRAVEL 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Michael E. Dillon moved, Marianne Knight seconded, to accept the 

monthly report from the Finance Department as submitted. 

Discussion: Neal Whitelaw questioned on page 14 there was a 

$60,000 overage and requested new detail, and also questioned 

comp time for June 30
th

. 

 

Gordon E. Rogers, aye; Michael E. Dillon, aye; Neal Whitelaw, 

aye; and Marianne Knight, aye, Motion passed 4-0. 

 

Michael E. Dillon moved, Marianne Knight seconded, and it was so 

voted to accept the Quarterly Report from the Foster Public 

Libraries. 
 

Gordon E. Rogers, aye; Michael E. Dillon, aye; Neal Whitelaw, 

aye; and Marianne Knight, aye, Motion passed 4-0. 

 

Michael Dillon read the letter from Jane Christopher requesting 

approval of appointment as Deputy Town Clerk (Exhibit A). 

Gordon Rogers moved, Michael Dillon seconded, to appoint Jane 

Christopher to the position of Deputy Town Clerk. 

 

Gordon E. Rogers, aye; Michael E. Dillon, aye; Neal Whitelaw, 

aye; and Marianne Knight, aye, Motion passed 4-0. 

 

Michael Dillon read a letter submitted by the Land Trust thanking 

the Department of Public Works employees for their efforts in 

cleaning up the Spencer Property (Exhibit B). 

 

Gordon Rogers read a letter submitted by the Foster Conservation 

Commission urging the Town Council to oppose Legislative Bill 

S2616 and House Bill H 7866 – Sub A. (Exhibit C). Discussion: 

Gordon Rogers states that he would like to see the actual Bills 

before making a decision, and also any Resolutions. 

 

Michael Dillon read a letter from Barbara Judd thanking the 

Council for approving the use of a trailer while her house is being 

repaired due to lightning damage.  

 

Gordon Rogers explained the annual bike ride called “Breaking the 

Cycle” which supports Housing Works, an AIDS service 

organization. Gordon Rogers moved, Michael Dillon seconded, and 

it was so voted to approve the bike ride request. 

 

Gordon E. Rogers, aye; Michael E. Dillon, aye; Neal Whitelaw, 

aye; and Marianne Knight, aye, Motion passed 4-0. 

  

Gordon Rogers explained that the Contract with the Police 

Dispatchers was approved citing the “Fiscal Analysis Statement” 

(Exhibit D). Gordon Rogers moved, Michael Dillon seconded, and 

it was so voted to approve the contract.  

 

Gordon E. Rogers, aye; Michael E. Dillon, aye; Neal Whitelaw, 

aye; and Marianne Knight, aye, Motion passed 4-0. 

 
 

Bids for Winter Sand were as follows:  

 

Material Sand & Stone Corp.                     $15.40/ton delivered 
618 Greenville Road, N. Smithfield, RI      $12.00/ton picked up 
 
Greenville Concrete Products                     $12.86/ton delivered 
79 Cedar Swamp Road, Greenville, RI       $10.00/ton picked up 
 

Bids were handed to the DPW Director for review. 
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BID OPENINGS 

SAND & 

GRAVEL 

(continued) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ANIMAL 

CONTROL 

CONTRACT 

 

 

 

 

 

PUBLIC 

HEARING: 

CHARTER 

AMENDMENTS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bids for Gravel were as follows: 

 

Material Sand & Stone                                $12.44/ton delivered 
618 Greenville Road, N. Smithfield, RI       $  9.50/ton picked up 
 
Greenville Concrete Products                     $12.50/ton 
79 Cedar Swamp Road, Greenville, RI       $10.00/ton picked up 
 

Bids were handed to DPW Director for review. 

 

 

The Animal Control Contract was not posted to the Secretary of 

State’s web site in time to be considered at this meeting. Gordon 

Rogers moved to place it under Future Agenda Items. Michael 

Dillon seconded and it was so voted. 

 

Gordon E. Rogers, aye; Michael E. Dillon, aye; Neal Whitelaw, 

aye; and Marianne Knight, aye, Motion passed 4-0. 

 

Gordon Rogers opened the Public Hearing for approval of the 

Charter Amendments and explained the rules. Gordon Rogers read 

each section individually. Robert Boyden, Chair of the Charter 

Commission explained each section. 

 

Article II, Section 2.01(c), Town Council 

Shall the Foster Home Rule Charter be amended as follows; 

Composition, Election and Terms  New Section 

Add Section 2.01 (c): 

Following the election of Council Members in the November 

General Election and until such a time as the newly elected council 

takes office as provided in Section 2.01.b, the agenda of council 

meetings and decisions of the Council shall be limited to the 

approval of payroll warrants, general warrants and other such 

obligations that routinely come before the Council and which are 

required for the day to day operation of the town or to provide for 

the citizens of the town during natural disasters, civil disturbances 

and other similar emergencies.  This section shall not apply if all 

five incumbent council members are re-elected in the General 

Election. 

 

Gordon Rogers moved, Michael Dillon seconded, and it was so 

voted to accept Section 2.01 as read.  

 

Gordon E. Rogers, aye; Michael E. Dillon, aye; Neal Whitelaw, 

aye; and Marianne Knight, aye. Motion passed 4-0. 

 

Article II, Section 2.10, Town Council 

(Resolution of the Town Council adopted July 26, 2012) 
Shall the Foster Home Rule Charter be amended as follows; 

Independent Audit 

The Town Council shall provide for an annual financial audit to be 

conducted in accordance with State and Federal guidelines. 

 

Gordon Rogers moved, Michael Dillon seconded, and it was so 

voted to accept Section 2.10 as read.  

 

Gordon E. Rogers, aye; Michael E. Dillon, aye; Neal Whitelaw, 

aye; and Marianne Knight, no. Motion passed 3-1. 
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PUBLIC 

HEARING: 

CHARTER 

AMENDMENTS 

(continued) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Article II, Section 2.17 Town Council 

(Resolution of the Town Council adopted July 26, 2012) 
Shall the Foster Home Rule Charter be amended as follows; 

Appointments 

All other appointments, including the appointment of Town officers 

not specifically listed herein, except as this Charter may otherwise 

prescribe, shall be made by the Town Council.  All vacancies shall 

be advertised in one or more publications of general circulation. 

 

Gordon Rogers moved, Michael Dillon seconded, to accept Section 

2.17 as read.  

 

Gordon E. Rogers, no; Michael E. Dillon, aye; Neal Whitelaw, no; 

and Marianne Knight, no. Motion failed 3-1. 

 

 

Article III, Section 3.04 Moderator 

(Resolution of the Town Council adopted July 26, 2012) 
Shall the Foster Home Rule Charter be amended as follows; 

Supervision of Elections 

The Moderator shall have the duty of supervising all elections in 

accordance with the provisions of the general election laws.  

District Clerks and Moderators shall be appointed by the Board of 

Canvassers in accordance with Title 17-11-6 of Rhode Island 

General Laws. 

 

Gordon Rogers moved, Michael Dillon seconded, and it was so 

voted to accept Section 2.10 as read.  

 

Gordon E. Rogers, aye; Michael E. Dillon, aye; Neal Whitelaw, 

aye; and Marianne Knight, aye. Motion passed 4-0. 

 

 

Article V, Section 5.01 School Committee 

(Resolution of the Town Council adopted July 26, 2012) 
Shall the Foster Home Rule Charter be amended as follows; 

Membership, Term of Office and Vacancies 
There shall be a School Committee consisting of three members 

who shall be elected to serve 4 year terms.  In the 2014 General 

Election two members shall be elected for four year terms and one 

member shall be elected for a two year term.  The two candidates 

who receive the most votes shall fill the 4 year terms. 

 

Gordon Rogers moved, Michael Dillon seconded, to accept Article 

V 5.01 as read.  

 

Gordon E. Rogers, aye; Michael E. Dillon, aye; Neal Whitelaw, no; 

and Marianne Knight, no, Motion failed 2-2. 

 

Article X, Section 10.14 Financial Procedures 

(Resolution of the Town Council adopted July 26, 2012) 
Shall the Foster Home Rule Charter be amended as follows; 

Lapse of Appropriation 

Add Section 10.14 

Once a capital appropriation has been deemed abandoned, any 

funds remaining from the appropriation shall be returned to the 

Capital Reserve Fund. 

 

Gordon Rogers moved, Michael Dillon seconded, and it was so 

voted to accept Section 10.14 as read.  

 

Gordon E. Rogers, aye; Michael E. Dillon, aye; Neal Whitelaw, 

aye; and Marianne Knight, aye. Motion passed 4-0. 
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PUBLIC 

HEARING: 

CHARTER 

AMENDMENTS 

(continued) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OPEB CONT. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RETURN TO 

BIDS 

 

FUTURE 

AGENDA 

ITEMS 

 

 

CONCERNED 

CITIZENS 

 

Article X, Section 10.17 Financial Procedures 

(Resolution of the Town Council adopted July 26, 2012) 
Shall the Foster Home Rule Charter be amended as follows; 

Land Use Conveyance Tax 

The Town Council shall set aside, as part of each annual budget no 

less than 100% of all funds collected pursuant to the Land Use 

Conveyance Tax which are retained by the Town of Foster as 

provided by State Law.  Except as provided for in Section 10.17.a, 

the funds shall be used exclusively by the Foster Land Trust for the 

acquisition and preservation of open space pursuant to the 

legislative Charter of said Land Trust. 

 

Article X, Section 10.17(a) Financial Procedures 

(Resolution of the Town Council adopted July 26, 2012) 
Shall the Foster Home Rule Charter be amended as follows; 

Land Use Conveyance Tax (a) New Section 

Add Section 10.17(a) 

 

The operating and administrative budget of the Foster Land Trust 

shall be approved by the voters at the annual Financial Town 

Meeting.  The approved amount shall be reimbursed to the Town by 

the Foster Land Trust from the funds designated in section 10.17. 

 

Gordon Rogers moved, Michael Dillon seconded to approve both 

10:17 and 10:17(a) because they go together and have to appear on 

the ballot with one check box. 

 

Gordon E. Rogers, aye; Michael E. Dillon, aye; Neal Whitelaw, 

aye; and Marianne Knight, aye, Motion passed 4-0. 

 

Neal Whitelaw moved, Gordon Rogers seconded and it was so 

voted to continue the Other Post Employment Benefits (OPEB) 

public hearing to August 23, 2012, because Treasurer Kelli Russ 

had not yet been able to meet with the school committee. 

 

Gordon E. Rogers, aye; Michael E. Dillon, aye; Neal Whitelaw, 

aye; and Marianne Knight, aye, Motion passed 4-0. 

 

Brad Smith, Director of Public Works, stated he would get back 

with information by the next meeting. 

 

 Board of Canvassers Appointment 

 Bid Awards: Sand & Gravel 

 Animal Control Contract 

 June 1, 2012 minutes 

 

None. 

 

There was no executive session. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 8:15 p.m. 

 

Attached are “Exhibits A, B, C & D”.  

 

 

A digital sound file is made a part of the record for a complete account of the council 

meeting. 

 

      Submitted by, 

 

 

      Carol Lyons Sholly, CMC 

      Deputy Town Clerk 


