June 25, 2009

The June 25, 2009, Town Council Meeting was called to order by Colette Matarese, President, of the
Foster Town Council at the Town House, 180 Howard Hill Road, Foster, Rhode Island, at 7:00 p.m.

The following members were present:
Colette Matarese, President,

John Lewis, Vice President,

Roger L. Hawes,

Joe Cardillo,

John J. Bevilacqua, Town Solicitor
Lynne S. Rider was excused

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

MINUTES John Lewis moved, Joe Cardillo seconded, and it was unanimously so voted to
approve the minutes of the June 11, 2009, meeting with two edits, page 3, should
be changed to “therefore” and page 5, Colette’s recusal should come before the
public hearing, she is a member of the church not a “boardmember”, and the
public hearing was opened by John Lewis.

Colette Matarese, aye; Joe Cardillo, aye; Roger L. Hawes, aye; and John Lewis,

aye.
PUBLIC Gordon Rogers was signed in and stated he would have public comment when
COMMENT the discussions on Hemlock Village and the House Bill for the Fire Departments
occur.
WARRANTS John Lewis moved, Roger Hawes seconded, and it was unanimously so voted to

approve Payroll Warrant #49 for $27,210.54; #50 for $27,935.43; and General
Warrant #25 for $123,808.89.

Colette Matarese, Council President, noted that Item f. on the agenda, Charitable
Organizations, is included in this warrant approval. She explained that payment
was held on these organizations. It is discretionary funding. John Lewis notes that
we have not received our last payment from the state. If there is a reduction in
that amount, our revenues might not let us cover it, and we may show a negative
balance for next year. Ms. Matarese pointed out that we had made a commitment
to these organizations to pay these amounts.

Colette Matarese, aye: Joe Cardillo, aye; Roger L. Hawes, aye; and John Lewis,

aye.
HEMLOCK John Bevilacqua, Town Solicitor, noted that he had researched the situation and
VILLAGE could find nothing to indicate that the Hemlock Village organization should be

tax exempt, and that a tax bill should be sent. Colette Matarese, Council
President, suggested that an agreement for the next fiscal year be drawn up. At
present there is no written agreement and nothing in state or federal law to
exempt the organization from real estate taxes. Roger Hawes stated that when he
and John met with them, they said they did not have to pay any taxes which is
why they were referred to the solicitor.John Bevilacqua will send them a letter
explaining their status and a tax bill for the full amount will be sent.
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Gordon Rogers, resident, stated that he looked into the history or the last fifteen
years, and if they had frozen at $10K, it would amount to $314,000 and it would
have cost them $164,000 of their revenue. He agrees that they are not exempt
from taxation according to Rl General Laws.

Jane Gurzenda, 61 East Killingly Road, notes that if you reduce their taxes, you
are reducing the subsidy; you are only giving the federal government a break, not
the residents.

At the request of Walter May, Land Trust Treasurer liaison, a report of financial
procedures regarding the Land Trust was submitted for approval. John Lewis
summarized the “Land Trust Reporting” document.

John Lewis moved, Roger Hawes seconded, and it was unanimously so voted to
approve the “Land Trust Reporting” procedures.

Colette Matarese, aye; John Lewis, aye; Roger Hawes, aye; Joe Cardillo, aye.

A letter was received from the Regional School Resource Officer, Michael
Hopton, requesting that funds to support the position be reinstated in the budget.
It was explained that it was not in the next fiscal year’s budget and that no motion
was made at the Financial Town Meeting to request the funds to be reinstated.
John Lewis agrees that the time to address it was at the Financial Town Meeting.

Cheryl Etheridge, a school employee, spoke on behalf of the resource officer.
John Lewis, Town Council Vice President, responded that the Regional School
Budget has a surplus because they had over-estimated health care and pension
liability. Sara Hahn had acknowledged this and said they would use it to retain
staff. He suggested that they take their plea to the School Committee.

A Ponaganset High School student spoke, Michael Hopton spoke, and other
supporting people in the audience spoke on the merits of the having the resource
officer at the school. Mr. Hopton submitted additional letters of support from
people who could not attend the meeting. Gordon Rogers, Foster resident, asked
if the Town of Glocester was still funding the position. Mr. Hopton reported that
they were and that Foster’s share would be $18,000.

John Bevilacqua, Town Solicitor, explained that the Town Council does not have
the authority to change the budget now because the vote has already been taken at
the Financial Town Meeting.

Petition from the Director of Public Works for a pole at 24 % Tucker Hollow
Road.

John Lewis moved, Roger Hawes seconded, and it was unanimously so voted to
approve a Pole Petition for 24 % Tucker Hollow Road.

Colette Matarese, aye; John Lewis, aye; Roger Hawes, aye; Joe Cardillo, aye.
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Petition from the Director of Public Works for a pole at 3-2 Ponaganset Road.

John Lewis moved, Roger Hawes seconded, and it was unanimously so voted to
approve a Pole Petition for 3-2 Ponaganset Road.

Colette Matarese, aye; John Lewis, aye; Roger Hawes, aye; Joe Cardillo, aye.

Conservation Commission Bylaws were submitted for review and approval from
the Town Planner, Ann-Marie Ignasher.

John Lewis moved, Roger Hawes seconded, and it was unanimously so voted to
refer the Conservation Commission Bylaws to John J. Bevilacqua for review and
to have it placed it on the next agenda.

Colette Matarese, aye; John Lewis, aye; Roger Hawes, aye; Joe Cardillo, aye.
An Affordable Housing Ordinance was submitted for review and approval.

John Lewis moved, Roger Hawes seconded, and it was unanimously so voted to
refer the Affordable Housing Ordinance to John J. Bevilacqua for review and to
place it on the next agenda.

Colette Matarese, aye; John Lewis, aye; Roger Hawes, aye; Joe Cardillo, aye.

Maggie Fennessey, President of the Foster Preservation Society, presented the
Town Council with keys to the restored cabinet and scales. Colette Matarese,
Council President, expressed the Council’s gratitude and complimented the FPS
for the beautiful restoration.

Discussion was held regarding House Bill #5360 as reviewed by Council Vice
President John Lewis who stated that the bill was 81 pages long and contained
many requirements that would be almost impossible for VVolunteer Fire
Companies to comply with. He noted that Representative Scott Pollard helped to
have the bill amended to eliminate the fines for noncompliance. It states now that
a plan has to be written indicating that the Fire Companies are striving for
compliance. It was noted that the town was in compliance for all but the fire
engines. Gordon Rogers, Foster resident and volunteer fireman, said that their
equipment and training was in compliance but chided the council for not
purchasing a new fire truck this year. John Lewis stated that the council sat down
with all the volunteer fire chiefs and that they agreed to the purchase of an
ambulance this year and postpone the fire truck until next year.

Foster resident and attorney Jane Gurzenda suggested that a resolution be drawn
up in regard to this bill, explaining that it places an unfair burden on small towns
and volunteer fire companies. John Lewis suggested that it also include that all
fines should be removed, and that there be no specific deadlines for compliance,
and if the mandate comes from the state, then the necessary financial assistance
come from the state as well.

John Lewis amended the motion to add that either the Town Council president or
vice president be able to sign the resolution.

John Lewis moved, Joe Cardillo seconded, and it was unanimously so voted to
accept the amendment.
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Colette Matarese, aye; John Lewis, aye; Roger Hawes, aye; Joe Cardillo, aye.

John Lewis moved, Joe Cardillo seconded the main motion, and it was
unanimously so voted, to draft a resolution for H5360 listing the concerns
mentioned above.

Colette Matarese, aye; John Lewis, aye; Roger Hawes, aye; Joe Cardillo, aye.

Robert Clarkin, Director of Public Works, requested that he be allowed to carry
over his vacation and compensatory time until December 31, 2009.

John Lewis moved, Roger Hawes seconded, and it was unanimously so voted to
grant his request.

Colette Matarese, aye; John Lewis, aye; Roger Hawes, aye; Joe Cardillo, aye.

Gordon Rogers, resident, stated that he requested public information on Russell
Dannecker, Financial Consultant, and found that he made over $5,000 which
would require a bid to go out. He was initially voted to work $43.00 an hour, not
to exceed a $100 because that would put him under the $5000 amount that would
require a bit, but the agreement was extended to 134 hours which far exceeded
the $5,000 limit. Colette Matarese, Council President, stated that she was not
aware the amount went over $5,000 but that she would have John Bevilacqua,
Town Solicitor, look into the matter.

Mr. Rogers also questioned the late payment assertions made by the school. Kelli
Russ, town treasurer, reported that the payments were made in the second or third
week of the month and that they were not late. The school might want the
payments by the first of the month, but this is not a mandate.

John Lewis moved, Roger L. Hawes seconded, and it was unanimously so voted
to go into Executive Session according 42-46-4 & 5 (1) Personnel and 42-46-
5a(2) Collective Bargaining and to reconvene in open session and further to keep
the minutes of said meeting closed and the minutes of all Executive Sessions held
previous to this meeting be closed and remain to provisions of the General Laws
of Rhode Island 42-46-4 & 5

John Lewis aye, Joe Cardillo aye, Colette Matarese aye, Roger L. Hawes aye.

Meeting reconvened at 9:30 p.m. There were no votes taken in executive session.
Meeting was adjourned.

A digital sound file is made a part of the record for a complete account of the council meeting.

Submitted By

Carol Lyons
Deputy Town Clerk



