
 
 Foster Planning Board 

Meeting Minutes 
Wednesday October 18, 2006 

Eddy Building 7:30 pm 
 

The Planning Board meeting convened at 7:30 pm, present was Julia Parmentier – Vice Chair, Helen Hardy – 
Secretary, Patricia Moreau, Robin Fish and Richard Grant- Planner.  Don Moyer, Mike Carpenter and John Lewis 
were excused.  In the audience was Michael Zavalia, from Carrigan Engineering representing Mr. Pagliaro, John 
Pagliaro, Brian E. Carpenter from Long Reality, Inc., Raymond DiFazio and Heather DiFazio. 
 
Minutes 
Patricia Moreau moved to approve the minutes of October 4, 2006, Helen Hardy seconded, motion carried 3-0, 
Robin Fish abstained.  
 
Correspondence 
1. Letter from Statewide Planning expressing their disappointment that Foster has rejected the Scenic Roads Grant. 
 
Reports 
Richard advised the Board that there is a 23 lot subdivision being proposed in the Town of Sterling which abuts 
Jencks Road in Foster. 
 
Public Hearings 
None 
 
Subdivisions 
1. Preliminary review for the minor subdivision for John Pagliaro, Plat 4, Lot 87, Cucumber Hill Road & Harrington 
Road – Michael Zavalia presenting – The Board members expressed concern regarding the wetland setbacks drawn 
at 50 ft. while the Town’s requirement is 100 ft.  The Planner advised the Board that in Lot A the preferred septic is 
shown outside the septic disposal area and noted that this would be creating a hardship.  At the pre-application 
hearing the Board had expressed concern regarding trying to subdivide plat 4, lot 87, into five lots.  Julia Parmentier 
expressed concern regarding the number of variable sand filter systems and the proximity to the wells.  The planner 
noted that on parcel C, the barn is within the lot line setback.  The owner said they would remove the barn but 
thought the Town wanted it left for its historical value.  The applicant would have to either get a variance from 
zoning or move the lot line to preserve the barn.  Julia asked about the outlet from the pond on Lot E & D. 
 
Summary of Concerns for Plat 4, Lot 87: 
1. Five alternate systems being used. 
2. Parcel A – the proposed septic system is outside the septic disposal area. 
3. The barn on parcel C has setback requirement issues. 
4. The wetland setbacks are noted at 50 ft. rather than at 100 ft. which Foster requires. 
5. The Planner advises the Board that the septic areas for three lots (A, D & E) are extremely small and that when 
construction begins they may end up outside, creating their own hardship.  Mr. Zavalia notes that RIDEM engineers 
and the Town have control over this. (Note – the plan should show a 200 ft. buffer from “Dead Cow Brook” and the 
outlet stream for the pond on lots D & E).  No vote was taken on this subdivision at this time. 
 
2. Pre-Application for the minor subdivision for Raymond DiFazio, Plat 5, Lot 64, Luther Road – Mr. DiFazio is 
purchasing a +/- five acre lot from his step-brother.  He has a Class III survey on the whole parcel including the lot 
to be created.  Helen Hardy moved that the Planning Board waive the Class I survey on the entire parcel because the 
requirement for a Class I survey on the entire parcel could promote further subdivisions on the parcel because there 
is more than ample frontage and acreage on the rest of the parcel, and the area for a septic system, Robin Fish 
seconded, motion carried 4-0. 
 
3. Pre-Application for the minor subdivision for Phyllis Dexter, Plat 2, Lot 7, Moosup Valley Road – The Board saw 
no problems with this application. 
 
4. Pre-Application for the minor subdivision for Ms. Blackmar, Plat 14, Lot 49, presented by Brian E. Carpenter of 
Long Realty – The Board advised Mr. Carpenter that to be considered as a residential compound all three lots must 
have a shared driveway.  Mr. Carpenter asked that the Solicitor be consulted regarding this. 
 
Commercial Site Review 
None 
 
Old Business 
1. Update on Land Management Grant/Scenic Roads Grant – See correspondence. 
2. Tony Lachowitz contract – Richard reported that the contract has been rewritten and Mr. Lachowitz should have 
received it today. 
 
New Business 
None 
 
Planner’s Report 
None 
 
Future Agenda Items: 

1. Subdivision regulations pertaining to alternative septic system designs 
2. Ordinance revisions 
3. Scenic Roads – Public Hearing  
4. Possibility of having a Subdivision Suitability workshop 
5. Comprehensive Permitting Process Review by the Town Solicitor 
6. Consultant Toni Lachowitz’s update on the Ordinance Revisions – TBA      



 
Adjournment 
Patricia Moreau moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:30pm, Robin Fish seconded, motion carried 4-0, meeting 
adjourned at 9:30 pm. 
 
Respectfully Submitted: 
 
 
Helen Hardy 
Secretary 
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