
 
 Foster Planning Board 

Meeting Minutes 
Wednesday September 6, 2006 

Eddy Building 7:00 pm 
 

 
The Planning Board meetings convened at 7:20 pm, present were John Lewis – Chair, Julia Parmenter – Vice Chair, 
Helen Hardy – Secretary, Patricia Moreau and Richard Grant- Planner.  Excused were Don Moyer, Mike Carpenter 
and Robin Fish.  In the audience were David & Cheryl Laferriere, Brian Carpenter, Deborah DeFazio and Steve 
Deming of Coventry Survey. 
 
Minutes 
 
Correspondence 
1. Letter from Brad Gorham – Town Solicitor. 
2. Letter regarding the liquor store proceeding to the Town Council. 
 
Reports 
John Lewis reported that the contract for the Ordinance Revision work being done by Toni Lachowitz has not been 
awarded yet (the process with the Town Solicitor has not been completed).  Richard will be looking into this and 
will report back to the Board at their next meeting. 
 
Public Hearings 
None 
 
Subdivisions 
1. Final review for the proposed Major subdivision for Florence Hicks, Plat 3, Lot 16, T. Parker Road, Brian 
Carpenter from Long Reality presented this subdivision to the Board, following the discussion, Patricia Moreau 
moved to give final approval to the Major subdivision for Florence Hicks, Plat 3, Lot 16, T. Parker Road, originally 
being +/- 56.9 acres, to be divided into the following six lots; Parcel 1 +/- 12.02 acres, Parcel 2 +/- 13.26 acres, 
Parcel 3 +/- 9.97 acres, Parcel 4 +/- 6.55 acres, Parcel 5 +/- 8.03 acres, Parcel 6 +/- 7.07 acres as shown on the 
current Class I survey prepared by Norbert Therien, of National Surveys, dated August 7, 2006, Julia Parmenter 
seconded, motion unanimously carried 4-0. 
 
Brian Carpenter asked if the fee could be passed on to the recipients of the lots.  The Board saw this as a legal issue. 
He also asked that the fees be reduced, in particular, the $2000.00 fee as a part of the preliminary review.  He stated 
that since there was no road development and review this should be excused.  The Board disagreed and the fees 
stand as they are stated in the existing fee schedule. 
 
2. Final review of  the proposed Minor subdivision for David & Cheryl Laferriere, Plat 18, Lot 27, Hartford Pike.  In 
April of this year this lot was not surveyed as a Class I Survey.  This lot had been surveyed as a part of another lot 
and the Class I survey information was transferred to Mr. Laferriere’s surveyor, who was able to incorporate that 
information into his survey and to certify that the whole lot has a Class I survey. 
 
Rick Grant, Planner, did not feel the original Class I survey had to be attached since Mr. Laferriere’s surveyor has 
signed this plan.  The planner recommended approval with two conditions; the plan be labeled “Final” and that the 
septic system be noted on the plan as approved and the word “proposed” be removed. 
 
Julia Parmentier moved to give final approval to the minor subdivision for David & Cheryl Laferriere, of Plat 18, 
Lot 27, Hartford Pike originally being +/- 55 acres into Parcel A having +/- 4.6 acres and Parcel B having +/- 51.2 
acres as shown on the Class I survey by Marc Nyberg, dated 1/26/06 with the above two conditions recommended 
by the planner, Patricia Moreau seconded, motion unanimously carried 4-0. 
 
3. Pre-application review for the proposed Minor subdivision for Deborah and Eugene DeFazio, Plat 2, Lot 57, 
Howard Hill Road, Steve Deming of Coventry Survey represented the DeFazio’s – The Board looked at the tentative 
plans for the subdivision of one lot and had the following concerns; The setbacks from the garage, cesspool, well 
and livestock barn are problems in trying to subdivide the lots in the manner shown.  The Board suggested that a 
subdivision is possible but what may not be possible is to maintain all the current uses.  This will be placed on the 
next planning board agenda.  
 
Commercial Site Review 
1. Update on the commercial site review for Henry Chabot, Plat 21, Lot 26, Danielson Pike – he has complete all of 
the requires as far as the Board is concerned and will now go back before the Zoning Board for a reading of their 
decision. 
 
 
New Business 
Lorraine Joubert, of the Water Quality program for URI’s cooperative extension, came before the Board for an 
informal session regarding septic systems.  Ms Joubert will contact Toni Lachowitz regarding subdivision 
regulations.  There concerns are protecting: 1. private wells, 2. critical resources and 3. from storm water runoff. 
 
She went on to talk about maintenance of septic systems; in particular individuals who are certified to maintain 
advanced systems and conventional systems.  Some Towns require the following: 1. annual inspections and reports 
2. reports from a certified maintenance person and if the homeowner cancels a contract, the maintenance company 
then notifies the Town.  Here she suggested this could begin with new systems and then RIDEM has a record of 
alternative systems that have been approved, those could be added later. 
 
Software is available for tracking systems and maintenance.  This system can be monitored on-line, and could be 
done by a consultant, and it would be only a few hours monthly.  Justin Jobin, recent URI graduate, works as a 



consultant, indicated that a couple of hundred systems with annual reports would cost $3000.00 – to $5000.00 
annually but would require a start-up fee.  The software, the Carmody system, which has sponsors, is free of charge. 
 
In Foster, 59 alternative systems exist; this would be the first place Ms. Joubert would recommend tackling.  
 
Ms. Joubert indicated that it is possible to establish Town standards that will require compliance with additional 
constraints than RIDEM approved systems, which do not consider many impacts including storm water runoff, 
affects on neighboring properties etc… 
 
Old Business 
1. Local Board of Review – The Town Council is still undecided on this. 
 
2. Land Management Grant RFP (Request for Proposal) - Patricia Moreau moved to reject this proposal, Helen 
Hardy seconded, motion carried unanimously, 4-0.  Chair John Lewis will recommend to the Town Council not to 
award the bid.  He will also call Statewide Planning and let them know that this project is no longer our proposal and 
under our control and is entirely different than the original proposal and intension.    
 
Planner’s Report 
None 
 
Future Agenda Items: 
 

1. Request to have RIDEM conduct a Septic System workshop 
2. Subdivision regulations pertaining to alternative septic system designs 
3. Ordinance revisions 
4. Scenic Roads – Public Hearing  
5. Possibility of having a Subdivision Suitability workshop 
6. Comprehensive Permitting Process Review by the Town Solicitor 
7. Consultant Toni Lachowitz’s update on the Ordinance Revisions – October 
8. Minor subdivision proposal for Deborah DeFazio, Plat 2, Lot 57, Howard Hill Road. 
 
 

       
Adjournment 
Patricia Moreau moved to adjourn the meeting at 10:35 pm, Julia Parmentier seconded, motion carried 4-0, meeting 
adjourned at 10:35 pm. 
 
Respectfully Submitted: 
 
 
Helen Hardy 
Secretary 
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