
 
 Foster Planning Board 

Meeting Minutes 
Wednesday August 2, 2006 

Eddy Building 7:00 pm 
 

 
The Planning Board meeting convened at 7:00 pm, present was John Lewis – Chair, Helen Hardy – Secretary, Don 
Moyer, Patricia Moreau and Mike Carpenter.  Richard Grant, Julia Parmentier and Robin Fish were excused.  In the 
audience were Attn. Charles Knowles – representing William Fortin, William Fortin, Ronald Cervasio, Lynn Rider, 
Brian Carpenter, Robert Moreau and Town Solicitor – Brad Gorham. 
 
Minutes 
Don Moyer moved to approve the minutes of July 5, 2006 as amended, Mike Carpenter seconded, motion carried 5-
0. 
 
Don Moyer moved to approve the minutes of July 19, 2006, Mike Carpenter seconded, motion carried 5-0. 
 
Correspondence 
1. Letter from Richard Grant regarding the Commercial Site Review for Henry Chabot. 
2. Letter from Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management regarding a property on Cucumber Hill 
Road in Foster. 
 
Reports 
None 
 
Public Hearings 
None 
 
Subdivisions 
1. Master Plan review and Preliminary review for the proposed Major subdivision for Florence Hicks, Plat 3, Lot 16, 
T. Parker Road, Brian Carpenter from Long Realty presented this subdivision to the Board, he mentioned that some 
of the lot lines were missing and that this would be corrected, following the discussion, Don Moyer moved and 
Patricia Moreau seconded to give approval to the Master Plan and Preliminary review stage of the Major subdivision 
for Florence Hicks, Plat 3, Lot 16, T. Parker Road, originally being +/- 56.9 acres, to be divided into the following 
six lots; Parcel 1 +/- 12.02 acres, Parcel 2 +/- 13.26 acres, Parcel 3 +/- 9.97 acres, Parcel 4 +/- 6.55 acres, Parcel 5 
+/- 8.03 acres, Parcel 6 +/- 7.07 acres as shown on the current Class I survey prepared by Norbert Therien, of 
National Surveys, dated May 5, 2006, with the condition that the Planner review the plans, motion unanimously 
carried 5-0. 
 
Commercial Site Review 
None 
 
Agenda now moved down to Item I3 under Old Business 
 
Old Business 
3. Discussion regarding the request to amend the Zoning Ordinance in the Manufacturing Industrial Zone (MI) to 
allow a  package store to operate within that zone.  Following a lengthy discussion, Helen Hardy moved to 
recommend to the Town Council that the Zoning Ordinance be amended to allow a package store in the MI zone 
with at special use permit, Don Moyer seconded, motion unanimously carried 5-0. 
 
Helen Hardy moved to have a five minute recess at this point, Don Moyer seconded, motion carried 5-0, meeting 
recessed at 8:25 pm.   
 
Meeting reconvened at 8:43 pm. 
 
Old Business 
1. Non-Point Source Pollution Grant – This grant was requested by the Highway Director so that the Town’s 
Highway Garage would be able to complete the following projects; purchase a street sweeper, construct a new salt 
shed and build a truck washing station. 
 
The Planning Board had proposed $15,000.00 for matching funds for grant applications, it currently has $7500.00 in 
grant funds available for this purpose, and $7500.00 is committed to the Land Management Study grant.  The Board 
could hold the remaining $7500.00 for this grant until something else comes up. 
 
The $15,000.00 was originally requested for Ordinance Revisions in 2004 and 2005.  The Board felt that they should 
wait and see what the State will approve for the Non-Point Source Pollution Grant and then decide. 
 
2. Comprehensive Permitting Process – The Board decided not to discuss this any further until the Town Council 
designates who will be considered the “Local Board of Review”, the Planning Board or the Zoning Board. 
 
The Board moved to New Business, item 1. Local Housing Plan Reporting Sheet – This report must be completed 
by the Local Board of Review and this has not been determined by the Town Council as yet.  Brad Gorham, the 
Town Solicitor will contact the Statewide Planning Office to notify them of this situation since he is handling this 
now.  The Board will take no action on this tonight. 
 
Back to Old Business, item 4. Land Management Study – The Statewide Planning Office recommended that the 
Planning Board recommend to the Town Council to postpone awarding this bid.  The options are; 1. Tell Statewide 
Planning that we are no longer interested in this project, 2. recommend accepting the bid, which the State will no 
fund, 3. recommend that the Council postpone the awarding of the bid until the Board has had a chance to review the 
new proposal.   



 
Patricia Moreau moved to recommend that the Town Council postpone the awarding of this bid until the Planning 
Board has had a chance to review the revised proposal, Helen Hardy seconded, motion unanimously carried 5-0. 
 
 
Planner’s Report 
None 
 
Future Agenda Items: 
 

1. Request to have RIDEM conduct a Septic System workshop 
2. Subdivision regulations pertaining to alternative septic system designs 
3. Ordinance revisions 
4. Scenic Roads – Public Hearing  
5. Possibility of having a Subdivision Suitability workshop 
6. Comprehensive Permitting Process Review by the Town Solicitor 
7. Possible amendment to the Manufacturing Industrial zone to allow a liquor store 
8. Review bids submitted for the Land Management Study RFP 
9. Land Management Study 9/6/06 
10. Presentation from Lorraine Joubert 9/6/06 
11. Consultant Toni Lachowitz’s update on the Ordinance Revisions 9/20/06 
 

       
Adjournment 
Don Moyer moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:26 pm, Mike Carpenter seconded, motion carried 5-0, meeting 
adjourned at 9:26 pm. 
 
Respectfully Submitted: 
 
 
Helen Hardy 
Secretary 
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