Foster Land Trust minutes
August 7, 2012

Foster Land Trust (FLT)
Benjamin Eddy Building
South Killingly Road
Foster, RI 02825

In attendance: Linda Los Tibbetts, Chair; Myra Mercier, Vice-Chair; Walter May, Treasurer; Kristen Cole,
Secretary; Bill Fortier. Sisan Smallman was excused; Chris lozzi was absent.

Minutes: The minutes from July were reviewed and approved. The minutes from the executive session
were approved and sealed.

There was no guest speaker; Brian Tefft from RI DEM could not make it. We will put him on the next
agenda.

Stewardship:

- Spencer: Needs brush cut around the pond. Myra made a motion to ask Gordon from GTH
Bobcat Services to do the brush cutting in trade for the hay being cut at Hayfield and Tikkanen.
Bill seconded and there was further discussion around the FLT purchasing its own equipment to
do this kind of work. FLT will look into grants that may fund this. In the meantime the motion
passed unanimously and Walter will contact Gordon to see if he’s available. Walter is looking
into wildlife cameras and mounting options. Surveillance signs are ready to go.

- Hopkins: Property is looking good for the Land Trust event scheduled for Aug. 18. May need
light trash pick up the day before the event. Linda will conduct the trail walk at 9:00 a.m.; she
has information about the property to share with anyone who participates.

- @Grass: The Grasses have been mowing around the pond area for us, and will submit an invoice
for the cost of gas and we’ll pay from stewardship funds.

Financial Reports/activities:
- Walter reported that the final payment for the Grass property was made. The insurance was
also paid.
- Grants: Linda will close out the trails grant now that the volunteer hours have been collected.

Liaison reports:
- Myra reports there is an affordable housing proposal being discussed; details are not public yet.
Also the Housing Board has a new member, Joe Carey.
- No other liaison reports available.

Public relations:

- The Land Trust Days event is taking place on Aug. 18 at the Hopkins property. Publicity for
events across the state has begun; FLT had flyers advertising our event at Old Home Days. The
flyers are also available at both libraries, and at Town Hall. Linda will lead the guided walk at
9:00 a.m.

- The charter changes have been accepted and will be on the Election Day ballot. There was a
discussion about how the changes affect FLT. Basically, if the changes are approved FLT will be
able to use Conveyance taxes to fund its operational budget, resulting in no taxpayer money



being used. However FLT will still have to request the funds “officially” at Financial Town
Meeting, allowing for transparency in how the money is being spent. FLT will reimburse the
Town for its operational budget using Conveyance taxes. Kristen will write articles to appear in
the September and October editions of Foster Home Journal to promote and get support for the
change.

Executive session:
- There was a motion by Myra with a second by Bill to go into Executive Session pursuant to Rl
General Law 42-46-5(a)(5) re: properties.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 p.m.

The next meeting will be held on September 4 at 7:00 in the Eddy building. Brian Tefft from DEM will
attend to speak about how DEM handles hunting management on its properties.

Respectfully submitted,

Kristen Cole



