
 
 

HOUSING BOARD MEETING MINUTES    
TOWN OF FOSTER 

Benjamin Eddy Building 
6 South Killingly Road 

Monday:  April 13, 2009 AT 7:30 p.m.  
 

 
 

A. Call to Order 
 The meeting was called to order at 7:40 p.m. 
 
B. Roll Call 

 Present from the Housing Board were Fran Gast, Chair; members, Myra Mercier, Lynne Destefano, Lynne 
Rider, Diane Potter and Mike Carpenter.  Also present was Ann-Marie Ignasher, Town Planner. 

 
C. Approval of Minutes  

Housing Board minutes:  January 12, 2009, February 9, 2009, March 9, 2009 
Lynne Rider moved to approve the minutes January 12, 2009 as written, Lynne Destefano seconded. Motion carried 
unanimously. 
Lynne Rider moved to approve the minutes of February 6, 2009 as written, Myra Mercier seconded Motion carried 
unanimously 
Lynne Rider moved to approve the minutes of March 9, 2009 as written, Myra Mercier seconded Motion carried 
unanimously. 
                               

D.  Correspondence and Review 
 There was discussion as to whether the group home on East Killingly Road will reopen. 
 
E.  Board Members’ Reports 
  

F. Planner’s Report 
 Planning Board approval of statute- 
  The Affordable Housing Ordinance as approved and will be forwarded to the Town Council for approval. 
 
 Report on Smithfield Informational Meeting- 

Lynne Rider and Ann-Marie went to this meeting that put out by Smithfield Affordable Housing, RI 
Housing and Smithfield Planning along with some other associations.  Lynne and Ann-Marie discussed that 
the meeting was not very informative and the new word for Affordable Housing is now Workforce 
Housing.  The Housing board will utilize Joe Garlick for our public outreach meetings. 

  
G. Old Business 
  
H. New Business 
 Community Outreach – Public Education 

Mike Carpenter discussed that Education is the answer.  Mortgage rates are fine but the banks don’t want to 
lend it.  People need to know how to access the money.  Lynne discussed that people need to know the 
definition of Affordable Housing.   

        
Myra discussed that there are affordable housing units and people are being forced out of foreclosed 
properties. 
 
The Housing Board needs to finish the Affordable Housing statute then they need to educate the public 
about state mandates. 
 
Some issues are: 
                Law has not changed 
                World has changed 
                 Board has to do what is required by law 
 
Fran proposed that the Housing Board educate the public based on Low to Moderate Income Housing 
defined by the State, it has nothing to do with the banking crisis. 
 

 I. Future Agenda Items 
 Public Education 
 Affordable Housing statute update 
 
J. Adjournment 
           Myra Mercier motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:40 p.m. 


