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Meeting Minutes 
Date:   April 18, 2011 
Location: Benjamin Eddy Building 
 6 South Killingly Road 
 Foster, RI  02825 

 
A. Call to Order/ Roll Call 

The Chair called the meeting to order at 7:07 p.m.   
Present (4):  Chris Iozzi, Chair; Lou Vinagro, Vice Chair; Patrick Eaton; Brendan Mara, Secretary 
Excused (0) 
Absent (0) 
Vacant (3) 

 Visiting (0) 
 
B. Approval of Minutes 

• Minutes from March meeting were submitted for review and approval.  
MOTION:  Patrick made a motion to approve the meeting minutes; motion seconded by Lou.  
Vote called; all in favor; none opposed; no abstentions.   
Motion passed - unanimous vote. 
 

C. Reports 
• Planning Board Liaison:  Brendan was unable to attend the last meeting; nothing to report.  
• Land Trust Liaison:  Chris was unable to attend the last meeting; nothing to report.  Patrick to 

explore taking on the role of Land Trust liaison moving forward – this will be discussed further 
at the May Meeting. 

 
• Recycling/ DPW Liaison:   

 Lou reported that the PODS have been emptied at the DPW and the surrounding areas 
are clean. 

 Lou reported that the Earth Day Recycling Events will be held on 4/23/2011 as 
previously discussed from 8am through 1pm; the FCC is ‘ready to rock’.  The FCC 
volunteers will arrive at 730am to prepare to supervise the PODS collection efforts and 
to assist with the chemical collection as needed. 

 Lou reported that the FCC did not receive a grant from the DEM for the ‘Earth Day 
Cleanup’; as a result, there will not be a second collection day for Foster residents to 
dispose of additional hazardous materials, including tires, scheduled this year.   

 
D. Old Business 

• Earth Day Trash/Hazardous Waste:  Issue discussed during Recycling/DPW Liaison report; 
no additional information to report. 

• Tire Collection:  Issue discussed during Recycling/DPW Liaison report; no additional 
information to report.  
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• Bluebird/Bat House Results:  Patrick reported that the event was a big success with 22 total 
bluebird & bat houses constructed by Foster residents. Possible areas for improvement in 2012 
include:  

 Shortening the hours next year so that the attendees are concentrated during a shorter 
window of time during the day; the event was essentially completed by 1200.  This will 
be discussed further during the lead up to the planned 2012 event.   

 Including a budget line item in the 2012 expenses to purchase materials and supplies for 
the bluebird and bathouse construction; this years event was such a success that all 
supplies were essentially used up. This will be discussed further during the lead up to the 
planned 2012 event.   

• Earth Day Trash Collection:  Issue discussed during Recycling/DPW Liaison report; no 
additional information to report. 

 
E. New Business 

• Old Home Days Planning:  The FCC discussed plans for OHD.   
 Lou reported that he had received preliminary pricing information from the “Worm 

Ladies” for the planned giveaway at this years OHD.  Worms will cost approximately 
17$/lb with an anticipated order of 10# of worms.  Additional expense may be incurred 
to package the worms for distribution and to store the worms during the 3 day OHD 
event.  Additional details will be reviewed and finalized at the May meeting. 

 A newsletter detailing the mission of the FCC and outlining the successful events held 
throughout the 2010/2011 year will be prepared to distribute at the OHD event.  The 
intent is to promote conservation in Foster, to reinforce the mission of the FCC, and to 
potentially recruit new commissioners.  Additional details will be reviewed and finalized 
at the May meeting. 

 AN advertisement will be included in the FHJ outlining the FCC events planned for 
OHD in advance of the event; the Trashrat may make a return.  Additional details will be 
reviewed and finalized at the May meeting.   

• Budget:  Chris reported that approximately 700$ remained in the FCC budget for fiscal year 
2010/2011 – a portion of this funding will be required for OHD expenses including promotions 
and advertising.  He reported that the FCC budget was held at the same funding level for fiscal 
year 2011/2012 and noted that he will request clarification from the Town of Foster (Celeste) on 
the appropriate method for requesting reimbursement for FCC expenses.  

• Comprehensive Plan Review:  Brendan reiterated the request from the Planning Board that 
the Conservation Commission review and comment upon (4) sections of the Town of Foster 
Comprehensive Plan: 

 Natural Resources 
 Open Space and Recreation 
 Land Use 
 Goals and Policies 

  To date, Patrick is the only member who has fully reviewed the documents, therefore, this 
discussion was tabled and all Conservation Commission members agreed that they would review 
these sections and prepare for a discussion at the May meeting. 
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F. Correspondence 
• New Correspondence:  No new correspondence was available at this time; nothing to report.   

 
G. Future Agenda Items 

• Rain Barrel & Compost Bin Sales 
• Newsletter for OHD 
• Mason Bee Display 
• Foster Conservation Commission Facebook Page 

 
H. Adjournment 

• MOTION:  Lou made an enthusiastic motion to adjourn the meeting; motion seconded by 
Patrick.  Vote called; all in favor; none opposed; no abstentions.   
Motion passed - unanimous vote. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:45 p.m.   

 
Next Meeting - Foster Conservation Commission 
Date:   Monday, May 23, 2011 
Location: Benjamin Eddy Building 
 6 South Killingly Road 
 Foster, RI  02825 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
 
 
___________________________ 
Brendan S. Mara 
Secretary 


