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Meeting Minutes 
Date:   Monday, January 28, 2013 
Location: 143 Danielson Pike 
 Foster, RI  02825 

 
A. Call to Order/ Roll Call 

 The Chair enthusiastically called the meeting to order at 7:15 p.m.   
Present (4):  Chris Iozzi, Chair; Lou Vinagro, Vice Chair; Brendan Mara, Secretary; Todd Sholly 
Excused (0) 
Absent (0) 
Vacant (3) 

 Visiting (0) 
 
B. Approval of Minutes 

 Minutes:  Minutes from the June 2012 and July 2012 were presented for review and approval.  
MOTION:  Brendan made a motion to approve the minutes for June 2012 & July 2012 as 
submitted; the motion was seconded by Lou.  Vote called; three in favor (CI, LV, BM) with 
none opposed and one abstentions (TS).   
Motion passed.   
 

C. Reports 

 Planning Board Liaison:  Brendan reported that there was no new information from the 
Foster Planning Board to report.   

 Land Trust Liaison:   

 Chris reported that there was no new information from the Foster Land Trust to report. 

 Chris will speak with the Foster Land Trust about whether property transfers between 
the Town of Foster and the PWSB were being considered.   

 Recycling/ DPW Liaison:   

 Lou reported that there was no new information from the DPW/Recycling to report.   

 Earth Day / Recycling Day set for April 27th, 2013. 
 
D. Old Business 

 Municipal Recycling Report:  The latest reports indicate that recycling rates are still holding 
steady below the target rates despite the introduction of single stream recycling.     

 Budget Review:  Chris reported that there was no new information to report on the Budget for 
this meeting. 

 2012 Old Home Days Review – No significant issues were noted during Old Home Days 2012 
that required follow-up discussion or action. 

 
E. New Business 

 Introduction of New Conservation Commission Members – Todd Sholly was introduced as 
a new member of the Conservation Commission & was warmly welcomed by all attendees. 
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 Review of Responsibility of Foster Conservation Commission – Foster Town Charter:  
Brendan briefly reviewed the Roles & Responsibilities of the Foster Conservation Commission 
as described in the Town of Foster Charter.   

 Joint Projects with Outside Groups: 

 Chris will plan an event with the Stargazers at the Seagraves Observatory; more information 
will be provided once the details are finalized. 

 Brendan reported on a site cleanup event that he attended for the Foster Land Trust at the 
Spencer Property and commended the FLT for a well-organized and well-attended event. 

 March Column/Article in Foster Home Journal 

 Brendan reported that an article was in the works for inclusion in the March edition 
of the Foster Home Journal – topics will include Earth Day cleanup event, Backyard 
Habitat workshop, introducing new members, and thanking members who have 
stepped down. 

 Letter to Town Council – Recruitment of New Conservation Commission Members 

 Brendan proposed that the Foster Conservation Commission send a letter to the Foster 
Town Council summarizing the accomplishments of the group for calendar year 2012 and 
highlighting the need for additional members.   

 A draft letter was presented to the Foster Conservation Commission for review.  The 
submitted letter was approved as written and was signed by all attendees.   

 An electronic copy of the signed letter will be forwarded to the attention of the Foster Town 
Council. 

 RI Land & Water Conservation Summit  

 The Conservation Commission will be sending (3) members (CI, BM, TS) to the RI Land & 
Water Conservation Summit to be held at URI on March 9, 2013.   

 Brendan will submit the registration forms to the Land & Water Partnership and submit the 
expenses to the Town of Foster for reimbursement out of the Conservation Commission 
annual budget (120$ total expense). 

 
F. Correspondence 

 New Correspondence:  No new correspondence was presented for discussion at this meeting.   
 
G. Future Agenda Items 

 Comprehensive List of Volunteer Service Projects – Conservation Commission:  
Discussion tabled for further consideration at the February meeting. 

 2013 Backyard Habitat Event Planning  

 Chris will contact former member Patrick Eaton to determine whether he is still interested in 
assisting the Foster Conservation Commission with the 2013 Backyard Habitat Event 

 Once the lead volunteer for this workshop has been determined and a date has been set, 
planning for the event will be finalized and a press release sent out through the Foster Home 
Journal. 

 2013 Environmental Day Waste Collection Event:   

 The Earth Day waste collection event has been scheduled for Saturday April 27 at the Foster 
DPW from 8am through 2PM. 
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 A formal announcement and advertisement for the event will be sent out in the March and 
April editions of the Foster Home Journal. 

 This years event will include collection of hazardous household chemicals, e-waste, 
mattresses, and batteries (NO TIRES). 

 2013 Old Home Days Event Planning:  Discussion tabled for further consideration at the 
February meeting. 

 2013 Newsletter Planning:  Discussion tabled for further consideration at the February 
meeting. 

 Pending Legislation:  Discussion tabled for further consideration at the February meeting.   
 

H. New Conservation Commission Projects 

 No new Conservation Commission projects were presented; discussion tabled for further 
consideration at the February meeting. 

I. Adjournment  

 MOTION:  Todd stoically put forth a motion to adjourn the meeting; motion enthusiastically 
seconded by Lou.  Vote called; all in favor; none opposed; no abstentions.  Motion passed - 
unanimous vote. 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:50 p.m.   

 

 
Next Meeting - Foster Conservation Commission 
Date:   Monday, February 18, 2013 
Location: Benjamin Eddy Building 
 6 South Killingly Road 
 Foster, RI  02825 
 

Respectfully Submitted,  
 
 
 
___________________________ 
Brendan S. Mara 
Secretary 


