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Meeting Minutes 
Date:   Monday, May 21, 2012 
Location: Benjamin Eddy Building 
 6 South Killingly Road 
 Foster, RI  02825 

 
A. Call to Order/ Roll Call 

• The Chair cermoniously called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m.   
Present (4):  Chris Iozzi, Chair/Secretary; Lou Vinagro, Vice Chair; Patrick Eaton; Brendan Mara 
Excused (0) 
Absent (0) 
Vacant (3) 

 Visiting (0) 
 
B. Approval of Minutes 

Minutes:  Minutes from the February 2012 meeting were not available for review; this 
information will be presented at the June meeting for review and approval.   
 

C. Reports 
• Planning Board Liaison:  Brendan reported that there was no new information from the 

Foster Planning Board to report.   
• Land Trust Liaison:  Chris reported that there was no new information from the Foster Land 

Trust to report. 
• Recycling/ DPW Liaison:  Lou reported on information received from the DPW and on 

current recycling trends. 
 The Foster DPW has relocated the waste oil collection container to the rear of the DPW 

building adjacent to the new addition.   
 
D. Old Business 

• Municipal Recycling Report:  The latest reports indicate that recycling rates are still well 
below the target rates; the town will likely exceed the tipping limits for the year and further 
education and outreach are required to increase recycling rates.   

 Chris volunteered to prepare a ‘Trash Rat’ cartoon for an upcoming Foster Home 
Journal to help the effort to boost recycling rates.   

 Single stream recycling will be implemented in the coming months; educational 
information will need to be distributed in advance of this effort. 

• Budget Review:  The Foster Conservation Commission reviewed the budget update provided 
by the Town of Foster. 

 Level funding was approved for the Foster Conservation Commission at the Town 
Financial Meeting. 

 Approximately 350$ remains in the Foster Conservation Commission budget for the 
2011/2012 fiscal year.   
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 Lou volunteered to research the cost of a digital display frame and presentation 
board for use at Old Home Days 2012 and at events throughout the year; 
information and recommendations for purchase will be made at the June meeting. 

• 2012 Backyard Habitat Event Review:  A general review of the 2012 Backyard Habitat Event 
held in March 2012 took place . 

 The event was a tremendous success and warmly received by all who attended; all 
agreed that it is worth continuing in future years. 

• 2012 Environmental Day Event Review:  A general review of the 2012 Environmental Day 
Waste Collection Event held in April 2012 took place.   

 The event was well received by all who attended; final tally of bins exchanged and 
waste collected will be presented at the June meeting. 

 Rumor has it that the ‘oldest recycling bin’ in the state was exchanged (and 
documented) at the event; this may prove to be a great photo opportunity for the 
planned 2012 newsletter. 

• 2012 RI Land & Water Conservation Summit Review:  A general review of the 2012 RI 
Land & Water Conservation Summit took place. 

 Both Lou and Brendan spoke highly of their experience at the summit and 
recommended continued attendance by Foster Conservation Commission members 
in future years. 

 Lou reported on the positive networking opportunity and idea exchange that 
occurred during NW region Conservation Commission forum that he attended. 

 Brendan reported on the educational overview of the State/Local government that 
was discussed during the Legislative Review forum that he attended. 

• Proposed Subdivision – 520 Bailey Hill Road Killingly, CT 
 Brendan reported that he attended an informal workshop with the Foster Town 

Planner, the Killingly Town Planner, and a representative of the Foster Land Trust 
to discuss this proposed Conservation development on the CT/RI border. 

 The Killingly Town Planner requested feedback from the Foster Conservation 
Commission on the proposed development, however, due to a lack of meetings in 
March & April the deadline for submitting correspondence on this issue has passed; 
no action taken at this meeting. 

 
E. New Business 

• Review of Responsibility of Foster Conservation Commission – Foster Town Charter:  
Nothing to report; discussion tabled for further consideration at future meetings on an ‘as 
needed’ basis.   

• Joint Projects with Land Trust:  Nothing to report; discussion tabled for further consideration 
at future meetings when a representative of the Foster Land Trust is in attendance.   

• 2012 Old Home Days Planning:  A brief discussion of 2012 Old Home Days plans took place. 
 Chris noted that he will contact the RI Tree Council for literature and handouts to 

distribute at Old Home Days. 
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 Lou recommended that the Foster Conservation Commission purchase an updated, 
portable display board; he volunteered to further research this expense and present 
information at a future meeting.   

 Lou and Brendan will prepare a draft presentation board for review at or before the 
June meeting of the Foster Conservation Commission. 

 The following items will be donated/provided for Old Home Days and raffled off to 
attendees:  (2) Rain Barrels from Full Circle Recycling, (1) Compost Bin from Full 
Circle Recycling, (2) Bluebird houses from Patrick Eaton, (1) Woodpecker feeder 
from Patrick Eaton.  Additional items may be included in raffle as plans solidify.   

• July Column/Article in Foster Home Journal 
 Brendan volunteered to continue submitting articles to the Foster Home Journal as 

time permits; all were supportive of the idea. 
 July article will include information on Old Home Days events and may include 

information on controlling & disposing of invasive plant species. 
• 2012 Newsletter:  A brief discussion of possible content and imagery for the Old Home Days 

Newsletter took place.   
 Brendan confirmed that he is presently working on articles and images for the 

newsletter. 
 Chris volunteered to prepare a ‘Trash Rat’ cartoon for inclusion in the Newsletter. 

 
F. Correspondence 

• New Correspondence:  A brief discussion of recent correspondence took place. 
 Lou distributed bootleg magnets from the RIRRC on single-stream recycling do’s 

and don’t’s; a full roll-out of the information campaign will begin in June. 
 Correspondence was received from Full Circle Recycling on a customer appreciation 

day and open house scheduled for June 16, 2012.   
 
G. Future Agenda Items 

• Newsletter for Foster Conservation Commission:  The commission reiterated a desire to 
have a newsletter available for OHD 2012; this issue will be discussed further at the June 
meeting. 

• New Commissioner Training & Recruitment:  Discussion tabled for further consideration at 
the June meeting.  

• Comprehensive List of Volunteer Service Projects – Conservation Commission:  
Discussion tabled for further consideration at the June meeting. 

• 2013 Environmental Day Waste Collection Event:  A brief discussion of the 2013 
Environmental Day Waste Collection Event took place. 

 The 2013 event will include hazardous chemical/waste collection; Lou has already 
reserved this collection service and details will be finalized in early 2013. 

 Discussion was held on creating new signage for use at this and other events moving 
forward; further discussion will occur at a future meeting. 

• Comprehensive Plan Review:  Discussion tabled for further consideration at the June 
meeting. 
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H. Adjournment  
• MOTION:  Brendan put forth a motion to adjourn the meeting; motion swiftly seconded by 

Patrick.  Vote called; all in favor; none opposed; no abstentions.  Motion passed - unanimous 
vote. 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:15 p.m.   

 

 
Next Meeting - Foster Conservation Commission 
Date:   Monday, June 18, 2012 
Location: Foster Town House 
 6 South Killingly Road 
 Foster, RI  02825 
 

Respectfully Submitted,  
 
 
 
___________________________ 
Brendan S. Mara 
Secretary 
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