
 
Foster Conservation Commission 

 Meeting Minutes 
Tuesday January 17, 2006 

Eddy Building 7pm 
 
The Foster Conservation Commission meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm; in attendance 
were Mike Wood, Fran Johnson, Don Manley, Marilyn Flanders, Ruth Rogers, and Judy 
Helfgott and Ed Creighton.  
 
Correspondence:  
1. Wetland Alteration Permits from the State of Rhode Island, Department of Environmental 
Management. 
2. Northern Rhode Island Conservation District Letter & Flyer 
3. Grant Correspondence – “America the Beautiful Grants” 
4. Ruth Rogers moved to add the information regarding the 2006 Land & Water Conservation 
Summit to the Correspondence section, Ed Creighton seconded, motion carried 7-0. Fran 
Johnson and Don Manley will be signing up to attend the Summit. 
  
Approval of Minutes:  
Ruth Rogers moved to have three corrections made to the minutes of December 19, 2005, Ed 
Creighton seconded, motion carried 7-0.  The corrections are as follows: 1) Fran Johnson to 
have an excused absent 2) Gordon Rogers to donate wood for the Bluebird and Bathouse 
Workshop in February 3) Adjournment motion was carried 5-0.  Marilyn Flanders will now 
move to approve the minutes of December 19, 2005 as corrected, Ed Creighton seconded, 
motion carried 7-0. 
 
Old Business 
1.  BlueBird/Bathouse Workshop – Will be held from 11:00am to 1:00 pm, so it is requested 
that the Commission members volunteering should arrive at around 10:30 am.  Mike will check 
on the cost of having a bulk mailing go out to the town residents.  The workshop is also 
normally advertised in the Foster Home Journal. 
 
2. Review of “Recycling Tips” - Mike Wood handed out copies of the current issue of the 
Foster Home Journal showing the ads for recycling.   
 
Fran Johnson had a conversation with Mr. Rambone of Rambone Disposal regarding the 
possibility of having a recycling station in Foster and the economics of the large white metal 
and whether the town could make any money collecting these items.  The gentleman from 
Rambone Disposal pointed out that the contract that the town has with them states that the 
disposal company is entitled to any large white metal items.  He also went on to say that setting 
up something like a recycling/transfer station isn’t as easy as it sounds because you have to 
meet RIDEM regulations and you have to have employees to run it.  The profit margin isn’t 
very good because you have to remove the Freon from any items and also the capacitors. 
 
Fran went on to ask if there were any ways to monitor who was recycling and who wasn’t in 
Town and to what degree so that the Town could get an idea as to where improvements could 
be made. 
 
Don Manley stated that residents should just pay for their trash bags as they do in other 
communities and that would make it easy. 



 
Fran mentioned that Mike Mesolella from Rhode Resource Recovery had come to one of 
Conservations meetings and he had mentioned that in order to get recycling up the Town really 
would have to put some teeth into it so to speak.  For example he had mentioned that in one 
community if the household wasn’t recycling then the garbage wouldn’t be picked up.  Right 
now we need to focus on getting information as to who is recycling. 
 
Dan Manley mentioned that right now there are people who go around and take things out of 
people’s bins and go to Connecticut to get reimbursed for it. 
 
Fran Johnson thought this was illegal and that should be an issue for the police. 
 
Judy Helfgott brought up the issue that there are a lot of people that don’t buy bags, especially 
if they are on a tight budget; the easiest thing to give up is buying the garbage bags. 
 
Mike Wood said that having lived here for six years he has realized that most of the Fosterites 
are stubborn and if a law was passed to buy garbage bags that they would probably do the same 
thing. 
 
Judy Helfgott mentioned that a good way to improve on recycling would be to educate the 
children in school by having an educational program a few times a year regarding recycling. 
The kids would then help to educate their parents, when parents recycle things wrong the kids 
will pick up on that and point it out to their parents.  She also mentioned the educational ads in 
the Bargain Buyer that the Town of Burriville ran last month regarding recycling. 
 
Mike Wood mentioned that a school project could be done where the kids could draw pictures 
regarding recycling and incorporate with that education on recycling. 
 
Judy Helfgott mentioned that the Reminder has run coloring contests, especially around the 
holidays and that maybe something like that could be done for recycling. 
 
Fran said that you need to get the school onboard first, that it can be difficult to do depending 
on the schools schedule.  If the school is agreeable then you can even have the State come in 
and give talks on recycling and do something like the coloring contest but it’s important to get 
the administration on board first. 
 
Ruth Rogers mentioned that maybe you could have a contest run with the school kids to see 
which of their households recycled the most. 
 
Fran Johnson said she could contact Rambone Disposal whenever the Commission would like 
her to regarding having them conduct a survey as to how many households in Foster are 
recycling.  The Commission thought this would be a good idea but would be better to wait until 
the weather was better. 
 
 
New Business 
1. Election of Officers - Judy Helfgott nominates Ruth Rogers for the position of Conservation 
Chair and Marilyn Flanders for the position of Vice-Chair.   Don Manley nominates Mike 
Wood for the position of Conservation Chair, he respectfully declines the nomination.   
 



Judy Helfgott votes yes for Ruth Rogers to be the Conservation Chair and Marilyn Flanders for 
the position of Vice-Chair. 
 
Ruth Rogers asked Fran Johnson if she would like to be Secretary and she declined the offer, 
she then asked Don Manley and he also declined the offer and finally Mike Wood and he 
respectfully declined as well. 
 
This means that Judy Helfgott will remain Secretary Pro-Tem until this issue can be resolved. 
 
[Town Clerk noted that: The voting process was not carried out correctly, therefore needs to 
be redone at the next meeting.]  Judy Helfgott would like to note here that after speaking with 
several people she found out that according to Robert’s Rules of Order the first vote was done 
correctly. 
 
2. Survey from Brown University Student – The Commission filled out the survey and it will 
be returned to Brown University. 
 
3. Goals for the upcoming year – This item will be tabled until the next meeting. 
 
4. Budget Schedule – The new Chair, Ruth Rogers will have to prepare the Budget and attend 
the Budget meeting representing the Commission on February 25, 2006.  
 
Future Agenda Items  
 
Adjournment:  Marilyn Flanders moved to adjourn at 8:15 pm, Don Manley seconded, motion 
carried 7-0, meeting adjourned at 8:15 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted: 
 
 
Judith Helfgott 
Secretary ProTem 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


